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rockery, and on this rockery a large vase, about 3 feet high,
gilded all over, with a plant on the top of it bearing pink flowers.
The effect was lacerating.
Lunching modestly thus by the roadside, shut in by these
two estates of wealthy people, it was impossible to crush al-
together the snobbish feeling that one ought to despise one's
self for the crime of being simple and unwealthy. I certainly
have a liking for domestic display and largeness for their own sake.
I have almost decided to take this house from the Leberts,
and there is no doubt that it is quite adequate to our needs.
Yet because it makes no display, because it is obviously not the
conventional residence of a man of means and manners I think
I am making a mistake. Nevertheless I realize most clearly that
the problem of domestic menial service must become more and
more acute, and that the utmost diminution of such service is
not only right but expedient.
I have got Conrad's " Secret Agent", and Smollett's " Travels
in France and Italy". The latter is very good and very like
Fielding's " Lisbon ".
I could not sleep well last night, nor the night before; and
not all Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius could ensure cheerfulness
and perfect equanimity. However I worked as much as usual,
and now after tea, as I write this in the garden, with my feet
chilled and the first breath of Autumn blowing on me, I ain
recovering command of the forces.
Thursday, September igth.
I recovered this morning from a mysterious malady which
resembled influenza in the intestines. It did not prevent me
from working every day. In reading Smollett's 'Travels* it
has occurred to me that I go about very blind, wrapped up in
myself.
Yesterday I saw a strange machine containing a boiler and
apparently a sort of distilling apparatus, by the roadside in front
of a house. To-day I saw it in front of another house. It
evidently perambulates at this season. I only learnt vaguely
by a chance question that it was for extracting alcohol from fruit
To-day I finished the construction of the first part of " The
Old Wives' Tale". I also conducted a sort of preliminary
treaty with the Leberts and their architect for getting this house
altered and taking it on a lease.
255